TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS

Rialia Museum of Industry has earmarked its last

A MUSEUM
Rialia Museum of Industry seeks to provide the
general public with a first-rate cultural facility, as a space
open to culture, art, history and the future.

With the mission of being the Museum of Industry and
of the ria (the Estuary), Rialia also aims to be a spot for
enjoyment; a place to learn about the past, honour the
working class and a venue to showcase new artistic trends.

A QUOTE

I do not believe that there is anything in the peninsula that

creates a greater impression of strength, work and energy

as these fourteen or fifteen kilometres of river.
Pio Baroja, 1918

A HISTORY

One of the greatest writers thus summarised his
impression of this industrial landscape, one of the most
dynamic of the Europe of that time. This quote likewise
spotlights the key area of that phenomenon: the ria. The
specific geographical feature of this river, its estuary, its
age-old port tradition, its rich sub-soil and the energy of
its people were the conditions necessary for the birth of
the most powerful iron and steel industry in southern
Europe. None of this would have been possible without
the key role of a small port located at the end of the ria,
a port that gave its name to a charter town:
PORTUGALETE.

Free guided visits can be booked
in advance for groups with a minimum
of 10 and a maximum of 20 people per

group.

The museum has an educational pack for
schools.

OPENING HOURS

From October to May

Tuesdays to Fridays: 10:00 - 13:00
15:30-18:00

From June to September

Tuesdays to Fridays: 10:30 - 14:30
17:00 - 19:00

Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays:
11:00 - 14:30.

Closed on 25 December and 1 & 6 January.

PRICES

General: €2

Pensioners (over 65)

and children up to 14 years old: FREE

Groups: Schoolchildren: FREE
Others: €1

Students (14-26 years old): €1

Disabled: €1
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Museum of Industry

Paseo de la Canilla s/n - 48920 Portugalete
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Tel.94 472 43 84

rialia@portugalete.org - www.rialia.net

www.portugalete.org

HOW TO GET THERE

The Rialia Museum of Industry can be easily reached using the
following means of transport:

BY METRO - UNDERGROUND

- Bilbao-Portugalete (line 2): stops at Portugalete and Abatxolo.

- Bilbao-Plentzia (line 1): stop at Areeta. Crossing the Bizkia
Bridge or the "Gasolino" ferry to Portugalete.

BY TRAIN
Renfe Cercanias (local service): stop in Portugalete.

BY ROAD
- A 8 motorway, Portugalete exit.
- BI-3739 local road.

BY BUS

- Line 3115. Bilbao-Santurtzi.

- Line 3152. Bilbao-Portugalete (by motorway).

- Line 3142. Barakaldo-Santurtzi.

- Line 3122. Bilbao-Sestao-Repélega (Portugalete).
- Line 3129. Lutxana-Cruces-Santurtzi.

BY PLANE
Loiu Airport

Friends of Rialia card: €6
- Free entry all year
- 10 free tickets.
- 10% discount
on Rialia products.

Please note:

The ticket office closes half an hour
before the Museum. People are asked
to leave the exhibition rooms 15
minutes before the Museum closes.

Museum of Industry

"Theria,
landscape of innovation"

seeks to showcase different
histories that intertwine at the ria,
as the Bilbao estuary is known.
With the estuary in the spotlight
or as the main thread,

the exhibition aims to provide
an overview of the landscape,
productive and social
transformation that took place
from halfway through

the 19th century to the present.
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Welcome to RIALIA,

Museum of Industry

The ria or estuary was Vizcaya's mai
to the industrialisation process. Located right at

contribution

its heart, in Portugalete, this museum\seeks to be

an artistic-historical centre to re

disseminate the traces of our industrial past. It isin
building which was started in 1993 and which,
fter it had been refurbished, was opened on 31

anuary 2006.

There is a strong tie between Portugalete the town

and the estuary. The town was granted a charter
in 1322 which meant the effective/monopoly,
shared with Bilbao, of the port activity along the
estuary for seven centuries. Portugalete's character
has been forged by this essential difference and

the charter town stands out from t

over the landscape of Vizcaya.

surrounding

t embodies that

talent of those individuals, such as Alberto de
Palacio, who managed to give an innovative use
to the industrial and technical advances of the iron

and steel industry of Vizcaya.

PERMANENT EXHIBITION

"The ria, landscape of innovation"
The history, whether it is of a landscape
or of a process such as the industrial
one, has to be seen as the history of the
Men and Women who featured in it. If
iron was the essential raw material for
this industrial boom, the ria played no
lesser a role.

The major infrastructure work enabled
the growth of the budding industry
along its banks: La Naval, Euskalduna,
S.E.C. Babcock & Wilcock, Santa Ana de
Bolueta and, above all, Altos Hornos de
Vizcaya. This transformation not only
rial activity.

landscapé adapted to man's new
deman

The Hierro dock, the new suburbs and,
particularly, the Transporter Bridge were
constructed to serve people, link towns
anise the landscape.

And the "old lady", the charter town of
Portugalete, watched over the whole
process.

PERMANENT EXHIBITION. GUEST WORKS

The history of Vizcaya is the history of its industry. A secular
tradition and an entrepreneurial spirit were combined with the
potentials of the country. The birth of heavy manufacturing, in the
second half of the 19th céntury, would profoundly mark the
evolution of this region. The recession in the last third of the 20th
century would shake up industry, society and landscape to create
a new Vizcaya with its sights firmly fixed on the 21st century.

The history of the ria and its industry is the history of the Men and
Women that featured in it. In the last quarter of the 19th century,
the entrepreneurial genius of some, the talent of others and the
strength of many more were put to the service to a renewed
industry. Intense labour and social tensions built up and resulted
in an active workers ement. Trade unions and leftwing politica
parties would play an important role in Vizcaya. The industry of
Vizcaya was ground breaking in so many areas, including art
collecting. The desire to collect objects other than those of the
industry itself was not at all arbitrary. It was related to the cultural
and urban development of the cities along the ria. The underlying
aim was the general promotion of culture by the "captains of
industry" of Vizcaya and England was yet again the benchmark.

These collections were built up for reasons of prestige, as the
business achievements were reflecte works of art, which
were mainly pictures. Thus,.art became the
entrepreneurial attitude and of an industrial and human tandscape.

GUEST WORKS. A temporary exhibition area for works from other
museums, institutions or private collectors.



